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The Alabama Beekeepers Association

would like to
remind you that the ABA annual meeting is only two weeks away.
This is your chance to join with hundreds of Alabama beekeepers
from around the state to learn, share, and fellowship with people
who possess a like-minded passion for the honeybee and its
products. The annual meeting offers a wide variety of opportunities
for experienced and inexperienced beekeepers.
ABA vice president, David Ellis, has worked hard on this year’s
program. Shane Gebauer, Gerald Hayes and Dr. Jim Tew will
headline the program this year. For bios on these men check out the
August issue of The Stinger. There will also be many other teachers,
classes, presenters, and activities for everyone. Food and entertainment will be provided, as
well. You could not go to dinner and a movie for the price of admission to this event. (Well,
maybe a matinee and a fast food place would be cheaper….) I may be a little bias, but Conner’s
keyboard playing is far better than any movie I have seen in a long while and the food is always
very good. Bonnie Funderburg and all the people who help in the kitchen do a tremendous job.
One more thing I would like to mention about attending this meeting. The ABA is not
just a social club. It could be a vital link to state and federal government regulations
concerning honeybees and honey production. If there is legislation proposed that is either
beneficial or harmful, this club gives all beekeepers a voice and a way to come together to
support or fight government legislation proposals. So even if you are not interested in
attending a class or sharing your knowledge of beekeeping, consider attending the business
meeting on Saturday, October 1st. Get to know your officers and board members, you never
know they may just save your bees one day from bad legislation, or be a key player in
implementing some beneficial laws.
Jerry Carter
The Stinger editor

Please bring a dessert to share at the banquet on Friday evening. Here is your
chance to show off your baking skills.
Do not forget if you need supplies place an order with the vendors that are
attending and save on shipping. Rossman Apiaries, The Kelley Beekeeping Company,
Dadant (High Springs, Fla), Brushy Mountain Bee Farm, Mann Lake, and Lookout Mountain
Honeybees will all be in attendance. For a complete list of vendors checkout
alabamabeekeepers.com.
Thanks to our officers for serving. This is an election year, so some of our
officers will be stepping down making way for new members to serve as officers. These
positions are time consuming and carry a lot of responsibility, please let your outgoing officers
know how much we appreciate them. Let’s also show support for new officers.
Thank you to volunteers, workers and members. The ABA w ould like to thank
all the volunteers that make this meeting run smoothly, and to the members of the ABA for
attending and showing their support.

