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Letter from the President

Here we ar e, i to
I hope everyone has
Bbees. Before you K
‘vest ti me. l'n just

'time for the spring
I want to take t
s Yremind everyone of
K\‘\ing Progr am. Thi s
. |l ocal ¢sl puobn stoor cao y ou

| beekeeping. To spo
and to mentor them in a craft may
some of you started beekeeping bec
keepers. When a young person of 1
back and think of the mentor and t
know | talked to a | ot of people t
and itbdés wusually grandpa or wuncl e
worth telling. Il urge you to take
your area. I f you have more quest

chairman of this committee.
I want take just a minute to tfF

terest in the Master Beekeeper Pro
program for just over a year. Of
know what the tomorrows wil/l bring
down. You can read molrhee aSbto untgtetirth &
to thank Keith for the efforts he
smooth road ahead, and assure him

Gerry Whitaker

Letter from the Vice President

Wel | | I believe Spring is here
your Winter planning for this ti me
with every one so this year wil/ b

I have been working on the 1line
would | i ke to know if there are soc
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year . | f you haves
pl ease feemaiflr emel
buzz @bel lasn@utl h .wn é tl
the program.

I n my county as
some beginner beeke
this year had a gre
102 students for (o]
tal king with others
found out other <cou
a
S
t

|l arge number in them as well. [
ee there is still such an interes
ive and will come and join us at
Dondt forget that our stdfaemdpiyc
can order bee supplies from the ve
ing for your pickup. This picnic i
pl ace it i s, hope you wil/| make pl

Hope to see you at the picnic.
David EI1lis

Letter from the Secretary/Treasurer

This years picni

the Lanark Pavilion
|l i fe Federation in |
May'"7 The street ad
ar k Road, Mil Il brook,

The Al abama Beek:
ation will be providing the drinks, paper
W products, and meat.
i\ing BBQ. The Central
ers Association wil

drinks for us. Everyone el se is as

Al so, everyone should bring a I
Wil dlife Federation has a Nature C
that will be available to us. We
day. I have heard from those who
cility.
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Ri ght now we are expecting Ross
ny to be bringing orders to the pi
t here. I f you need anything from
to you. This is a great opportuni
at the picnic.

Bonnie Funder bu

From the Webmaster

As your Webmaster, [ get a fair-t
state | ooking for a |l ocal honey so
me a | ist of beekeepers in the are
names to the person |l ooking for ho
i f I put a |l isting on our webpages
|l i sted to sell honey?

Whil e | am making t he l i st , w h
should be included? I al so get
gueens. I think that should be se

I have put together a sample |
pl e€)i ckt ohewieew the sample |listing
|l isting would be in alphabetical 0
beekeeperds names would be in the

No prices wil/ be included, t ha

Take a |l ook at the sample I|isti
added and if there needs to be mor
shoul d be. The actual tabl e wild.l
that has | ots of blank | ines.

While on the subject of i sts,
iSwar m Col lléecsttorautweOlilltias. a @Hif yol
your name added to either Iist, se
number and al | counti es, cities a
service and which Ilist you want on
al from the fACut Outo list if we g

| f you have any other compl ain
We b p algeets ,me  know

Bob F awenbimagsviveer al beeks. co

April 2016 Page 4


http://www.albeeks.com/documents/Honey%20For%20Sale/Beehive%20Products%20for%20sale%20V1%206%2029%2014.html
http://www.albeeks.com/documents/Swarm%20List/Swarm%20Collector's%20List%20v1..htm
http://www.albeeks.com/documents/Swarm%20List/Colony%20removall%20List.htm
mailto:k4vb_hs@knology.net?subject=Comments,%20complaints%20or%20suggestions%20from%20THE%20ABA%20WEBPAGE.
file:///C:/Users/jcarter/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Word/www.albeeks.com

Keith FIl et chd6

The Stinger - Newsletter of the Alabama Beekeepers Association

Alabama Master Beekeeper News

his resignati on [FRESEES SRR T a
Master Beekeepe [

personal reason sge f
on that his 90 W i
invol ved as a pa4g t o
bile crash in F

ribs Hi s mother r ok
we l | but the tr 3% i d
has accelerated ou
unforeseen circi = 7% s Ny g
recent focus. He . R v
her care. Keith vows he wil!/ retur
t he Al abama Master Beekeepers at a
your prayers, support, t houghts ar
step down. Thank you.

The Al abama Master Beekeeper p
group of Al abama Beekeepers wantin
there were only a few programs of
there have been other states star:t
pl at e.

The program is designed to be ¢
beginning beekeeper is trained oVe
many aspects of beekeeping. The b
ter Beekeepers have gone through
candi dates that achieve their goal
beekeeping and serve as a teachers

There have been 20 Master Beeke
gan. These men and women are wil/
questions. They are available to t
ganization to help new and season
They also can be called upon to he
i mportance of beekeeping. They car
up an apiary and maintain it in a
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oducti on.

So if you need a speaker for yc
W guestions you need an answer t
e of our Masters. The Al abama |
seph Austin, Roger Austin, Georg
ans, Keith Fletcher, Fred Harri
ighton, Mar k McKi ssack, Loyd Mel
rgie Robertson, Robert Shoemaker
itaker. Congratul ations to them
I f you would |Ii ke to contact on
| t onb5 287 7.6
David Kelton
Top Bar Hives: Are They Even Legal Here?
Top bar hives have been the su
ot topic" i f you wild]l. I hear s
at they are illegal. I owi || try
nd that diseases and pests can d
roth hives, therefore it is to vy
orough inspection of brood fr ame

Top bar hives are not prohibite

ws and regulations require that
i nspected, the frames must be r
rfor med. Top bar hirveemofvraabnhees" cvaenr
ickly. I't is the design and conc
cause there is no structural sup
tach the comb to the inner sur f
kes t-hemowall @emo WNaml e frames t her
e same goes for Langstroth hive:c
red, can-rbeovmb|l édnonThi s al so n
ves, because there are no removVveé
ep bees in top bar hives, I woul
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frames that have a frame si mi lsard et
wooden structure to which the comb

I f you have any questions, doné
emai | or phone.
North Al abama: South Al abama:
Wes Caudl e Randy Hamann
wes. caudl e@agi . alralmama .hgaanann @agi . a
33469408 3385D758

bwes CaudlINorth Al abama Api a
Al abama Dept. of A

The Honey Bee Egg 0 by Dr. James Tew

The eggs of the honey bee queer
making tools for the beekeeper. 1
keeper much information about curr

The Begi nmihreg begi nning stage of

est and quietest of any-eqfg,t Herfvauy
adul t . In fact, many beekeepers

thatdéds not a criticism. Even the

egg (looking |like a miniature grai
white comb. Eggs are not mu) h( 1
i nch) and weighs- a2mg) ywhbthi mgaht
weigh much more than a typewritten
of eggs and their quantity, are go
hive.

Looking for Eggs wunder FiFi €1 dy ,Cc
your mind right and your gl asses &
Il ight c¢omb, ho48 tbhbgreembhngbeattéd@&do
di stance. Have the sunlight comin
pivot | ine, raise an8 | owa&lklstthlee bwl]
tinizing randomly selected cell bo
Eggs tend to be |l aid in patches of
bly begin to see them al/l around i
di fficult to see in either color ¢
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ceoe

bottom can gl

much | ike an &%

the while cel i

comb <cell s cag

smal | white e *

wha't seems [ ‘
does get much

train your eyef ,

Natur al
i n IOgicaI AILIIIII ﬁl.lc
brood nest. The center of the bro
best pl ace to | ook for eggs. But
gueen is performing or what kind o
within the next few weeks. To det ¢
seeing eggs in the center comb. W
sides of the colony. Be careful n
conditions of a | ate spring colony
comb if you remove a center comb fi
eggs or brood? I f i tds early sprir
the center three frames and6theame
brood), you should have a c¢olugnys cthi
ul e. Anyt hing more and you are pr
anything |l ess may indicate a fail.in
stores.

Mo s t beekeepers will accept see
gueen during a quick inspection. {
eggs means that you had a queen in
conclusive analysis, but it is quic

No Eggs a.r e IPfremendggs are seen,
is in order while in other situati
having a cold winter, egg/ brood proc
est part of the season. I f youdr
peri od, expect no eggs ergo no bro
pl ace in the colony. Unl ess you he
to assume sheds there. However, [

and you are not finding eggs along
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should be suspectwidnt erAniyn t monet adr ¢

have varying amounts of brood in a
Larvae and Capped Brood. ar her|
stage |l asts about 5.5 days. You ¢
the |l ast time you were in the colo
a gueenb abaowus &go. Were you in thi
time of the year is right (anythin
dure as the reason. | f al | stage:
yourself out, the colony could hav
Swarms cells are generally on the
whil e supersedure cells are on the

Ti me spent waiting for the new
riod for many beekeepers.iWeMapnbe

how wel | the surgery we®d haowidotwn
the queen has shown hersel f? Look
them, get out of the colony. The
ny until she has her own open broo

Laying Wor klearysi ng wor kers are v
some ovarian development occur due

a fertile queen. Wor ker bees canbd
geni tal structures. Their egg pat
cel | Refer to the section on | a
when a colony with a perfectly goo
gl e cell s. I f, at any time, the b
into a small, but biologically bal
ceed the smaller colonyds ability
t hat <case, it i s commneovnerfadr eay g u s
this case, all eggs are fertile an

Extra eggs within single cells
not necessarily very quicklIly. It
days for nurse bees to remove eit/|
grafting | arvae for queen product.
two | arvae, occupying the same cel
growth rate of | arvae, i f occasion

the nurse bees that remove the ext
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Egg Biology .and hke legwgi ars a hard
the beeds growt h. I t -liisk ea tstuabcshteadn c
end. Itdés an iridescent white with
he®awd up. After about three days,
its side on the cell base. The egc
sl owly dissolves as the | arva emer
soon begin to place hypopharyngeal
under the | arva which has a voraci
an egg hatches when referring to a
Aihattcthodugh the word transfers the <c
di ssoluti on, dondt -eegvge rs heexip esc td rtoop
ing new | arvae.

Though the egg normally devel op
opment r-@ndaygs 2 Temperature appea
the eggbs devel opment. Eggs can
sever al hours without the il ef fe
same conditions.

Haploid (Drone) Eggs Compar ed hte
is filled with cytoplasm, a nucl eus
the egg and plays a major role in t
l'ized honey bee queen wil!| have nee
-t he spermatheca. Sperm can be stor
pended ani mated state, for sever al
this hence a major difference betw
and queens. The adult, fertile qu
used to withdraw a small amount of
the duct to an opening in the vagi
mi cropyle (an opening in the | arge
vagi nal sperm duct. The connection
egg. The newly fertilized egg becc
develops into a femaleel e8bBungdmwert
egg remaf neespeemul ting in a haploi
number) . The unfertilized egg bec:
wor ker cell from a drone cell by m
and wil |l deposit the appropriate ec
Nurse bees, ever al ert to error s, c
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The Egg O
Good Queermowly
eggs a good

duce is stil
clusively, t &
spectabl e es th
mad e . The
estimate 1is

during the - | .
producing se#é w5 AN
about twice the weight of the quee

car(eaerlittle |l ess than three years
t oqtsemperature, food availability (
i stics.

l ronically, our view of the que
The queen |literally has food stuff
ot herprecmldabl y about one egg per mi
flow by controlling the queends foc
rate drops. Ot her house bees are
eggs. I ncoming nectar and poll en
fecting the nurse bees that care f
atically (if she is a good one by
cell s. Upon finding one, she puts
t he appgpriaeperdi ated | . I f sheds not fe
not ready, she decreases egg | ayin
her decision to do so. I f the qu
do so, she wil!/l be superseded by
keeper .

Though sometimes a challenge t
cators in many WwWhygsyou Theé gam)s t® agngr

in the bee business.

Dr. James E. Tew tewbee2 @ mai |l . (
State Specialist, B ehetktepe:p/i /nvgww. 0 n et
The Al abama Cooperative Extension

Auburn University
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Too Busy

Spring is definitely here. The
ers. I have spent my days scrambl i
working with the bees. I't i s easy
that seem to come with keeping bee:
to do. .. supering your hives, repl
monitoring your bees for di seases
splits and raising queens for thos
have the harder it gets to keep up
start to think Awhy bother?d Honey
as all the equi pment a beekeeper n
that never seem to have enough hour

Wh a 't about the frustration? Evi
Spring chores, the Summer dearth w
tive of t heir hive and stores, ma k
the mite count wil/l al most assured
Then the Wi nter c¢comes, did you | ea:
ing to feed through the Fall and \
Then even if you do everything rig
healthy hive of bees wil| not be
check. Who needs that?

Here's the thing, I actually en
do, or did at one ti me. The ti me
l' i ke trying to figure the Ilittle ¢
niques and equipment all the ti me.
trance gives me ideas or just rela
| evel is only matched by my <curi os
about the bees the more | reali ze
Even the experts cannot agree on h
have you heard the phrase fAAsk 10
di fferent answerso? That's part of
swers that work best for me and my
for one hive as it is for the hive
hive finally gets a good number of
feel good when | raise a batch of
and | work together extracting the
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year ol d son wil!/l not |l ast forever
after [ am gone, with a smile on h

So, for all the new and not so
getting tired of their hobby, step
sons you started this hobby in the

time you placed a package of bees
Take the time to enjoy what you do

you do. Sit in your bee yard and
When the chores get to much to han
and work together. We al | need a |
wi || be able to return the favor s
thing Dr. James Tew told me one ti

it sound so final. So before 1|ife

Hans | mker

This flyer f

t o my mai |
, Hel 'U's called the R
VWb p and found ou!

e all invited

R

=" (Celebrate! party. 03

Lucy do ask
are planning

gy

‘)J I;L‘)IJNI t o pl ease R S
Turns 90 Years Young! number on th

t heanae | . | f

You are invited to enjoy cake and help celebrate L i Kk ¢ |

the birthday of O] Blount I Ke 0 ear
Sunday, May 8,2016 + 1-4 pm 0oJ he has m

21980 U.S Hwy 29, Andalusia, Alabama T u b e Vi d eos
For this special event there will be natur al b €
a book signing of his newly published memoirs Check out t
“Beekeeping Logic by O] Blount” Castl e We b s

How a Poor Farm Boy Developed the Queen’s Castle

Happy Birth

All proceeds from the book will be Your presence will be Bl ount 2014
for the Queen’s Castle club house the only present we wish for

, ‘ A Beekeeper of
RSVP by April 24 « 334-222-0751 or email OJBees@gmail.com
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Dear Al abama Beekeeping Organizat:i

After a succewef alrepillootki ing Z ®1
from acrosswhtohemaonagmret By or more co|

participate in the Bee I nformed Pa
you chose to participate, yourNacs$a
maanart eael s as well as colony hea
coll ected can be shared among thos
represent beekeeping conditions sp
|l ected wil!/l remain confidential; h
nel apiaries will be on a shared,

This year we are offering to su
ing groups. However enroll ment s

For more information you <can
webpage to johbhtped/ tbadi mboeméd-wve

scalrogr am/

I owi | be overseeing this proje
guestions.

Thank you for your support,

Dan Reynol ds

Bee I nformed Partnership
University of Maryl and

Ent omol ogy Department

4112 Plant Sciences Building
Coll ege Par k, MD 20742

Emai | : danrbrl @umd. edu
Phoned4 03099

The deadline for the subsidies is
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Letter from the Editor

It l ooks | i ke
I have mad e it
t hrough my second
i ssue as edi tor. I
hope you I i ke what |
am doing. There are
Sso many events hap-
pening t hroughout
the state this time of
year for beekeepers.

I wi || try to keep wup

with al/l of t hem, but | need your

future events. Her e | am at t he |

Lonnie and Bonnie Funderburg. Il h
Right now | hope you are making

I have included the directions at

seeing some friends and meeting so
good food, t oo.

I would Ilike to join Gerry Whit
got to know him a little through p
sad to see him vacate the position
gr am. My prayers go out to him an

I want to offer a l|little more i
in Beekeeping program. Il understa
winner of the Youth in Beekeeping
in a future issue, along with thei
to get that arranged. Good Luck Kk

Jerry Carter

DI RECTI ONS TO LAWNARNORRGMFROM MONT
Tak®51 North to Exit 179 (Prattvil

Cobbs Ford Road approximately I mi
paved road to the | eft past Chevro
mately I mile and turn |l eft onto L
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