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Letter from the Vice President  

 Well, I believe Spring is here and the bees are busy.  I hope you did 

your Winter planning for this time.  I hope the weather this year will cooperate 
with every one so this year will be a bumper crop. 

 I have been working on the line up for the Fall meeting this year, and I 

would like to know if there are some topics you would like to see offered this 

 Here we are, itôs April already and 

I hope everyone has been watching their 

bees.  Before you know it, it will be har-

vest time.  In just a few weeks it will be 

time for the spring picnic. 

 I want to take this opportunity to 

remind everyone of the Youth in Beekeep-

ing Program.  This is an opportunity for a 

local club to co-sponsor a young person in 

beekeeping.  To sponsor a young person 

and to mentor them in a craft may be a legacy for your organization.  Perhaps 

some of you started beekeeping because your fathers or grandfathers were bee-

keepers.  When a young person of 12 or 14 gets to be our age they might look 

back and think of the mentor and the club that started them in beekeeping.  I 

know I talked to a lot of people that tell me how they got started in beekeeping 

and itôs usually grandpa or uncle or the old guy next door.  These are the stories 

worth telling.  I urge you to take an active part in finding that particular youth in 

your area.  If you have more questions on this program, Roslyn Horton is the 

chairman of this committee. 

I want take just a minute to thank Keith Fletcher for his efforts and in-

terest in the Master Beekeeper Program.  Keith has been the chairperson for this 

program for just over a year.  Of course when we start any endeavor we donôt 

know what the tomorrows will bring and Keith has found it necessary to step 

down.  You can read more about that in this issue of The Stinger.  Still, I want 

to thank Keith for the efforts he has put forth in this program and wish him a 

smooth road ahead, and assure him our prayers are with him. 

      Gerry Whitaker 

Letter from the President  
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year.  If you have a topic or a suggestion 

please feel free to e-mail me at ellis-

buzz@bellsouth.net and I will try to work it in 

the program.   

 In my county association, we offer 

some beginner beekeeping classes and again 

this year had a great turnout for them.  We had 

102 students for our countyôs classes and in 

talking with others throughout the state I have 

found out other countiesô beginner classes had 

a large number in them as well.  It is great to 

see there is still such an interest in beekeeping.  Hopefully many will stay ac-

tive and will come and join us at the state meeting. 

 Donôt forget that our state picnic is coming up on May the 7th and you 

can order bee supplies from the vendors and they will bring them to the meet-

ing for your pickup. This picnic is at a new place this year and what a very nice 

place it is, hope you will make plans to attend and the food is always great. 

Hope to see you at the picnic. 

        David Ellis 

Letter from the Secretary/Treasurer  

 This years picnic will be held at 

the Lanark Pavilion at the Alabama Wild-

life Federation in Millbrook, Alabama on 

May 7th.  The street address is 3050 Lan-

ark Road, Millbrook, Alabama 36054. 

 The Alabama Beekeepers Associ-

ation will be providing the drinks, paper 

products, and meat.  Hal Hendrix is cook-

ing BBQ. The Central Alabama Beekeep-

ers Association will be picking up the 

drinks for us. Everyone else is asked to bring a side dish to go with this. 

 Also, everyone should bring a lawn chair with them to the picnic. The 

Wildlife Federation has a Nature Complex there and also some walking trails 

that will be available to us.  We have the pavilion from 10AM until 2 PM that 

day.  I have heard from those who have been there that this is a very nice fa-

cility. 

mailto:ellisbuzz@bellsouth.net
mailto:ellisbuzz@bellsouth.net
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 Right now we are expecting Rossman Apiaries and The Kelley Compa-

ny to be bringing orders to the picnic.  They will not have booths set up to sell 

there.  If you need anything from them, order it in advance and they will bring it 

to you.  This is a great opportunity to save on shipping.  I hope to see all of you 

at the picnic. 

      Bonnie Funderburg 

 As your Webmaster, I get a fair number of emails from all around the 

state looking for a local honey source.  I usually contact Bonnie and she sends 

me a list of beekeepers in the area in question and either she or I email those 

names to the person looking for honey.  There is a much easier way.  How about 

if I put a listing on our webpages to include any member that would like to be 

listed to sell honey? 

While I am making the list, what other hive products do you think 

should be included?   I also get a lot of request for splits, package bees and 

queens.  I think that should be separate list from the ñHoney for Saleò list. 

I have put together a sample listing page with a few names (as exam-

ples).  Click here to view the sample listing,  The ñCity/County/Communityò 

listing would be in alphabetical order like the ñSwarm Listò currently is but the 

beekeeperôs names would be in the order received (not alphabetically). 

No prices will be included, that will be between you and your customer.  

Take a look at the sample listing and let me know if you want the list 

added and if there needs to be more or less hive products listed and what they 

should be.   The actual table will only include active lines not like the sample 

that has lots of blank lines. 

 While on the subject of lists, donôt forget that we have an extensive 

ñSwarm Collectorsò list as well as a ñCut Outò list.  If you would like to get 

your name added to either list, send me an email that includes your name, phone 

number and all counties, cities and or communities that you would like to     

service and which list you want on.  By the way, your name is subject to remov-

al from the ñCut Outò list if we get legitimate customer complaints. 

If you have any other complaints, suggestions or comments on our 

Webpages, let me know. 

   Bob Fanning Webmaster, www.albeeks.com.    

From the Webmaster  

http://www.albeeks.com/documents/Honey%20For%20Sale/Beehive%20Products%20for%20sale%20V1%206%2029%2014.html
http://www.albeeks.com/documents/Swarm%20List/Swarm%20Collector's%20List%20v1..htm
http://www.albeeks.com/documents/Swarm%20List/Colony%20removall%20List.htm
mailto:k4vb_hs@knology.net?subject=Comments,%20complaints%20or%20suggestions%20from%20THE%20ABA%20WEBPAGE.
file:///C:/Users/jcarter/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Word/www.albeeks.com
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Alabama Master Beekeeper News  

 Keith Fletcher has announced 

his resignation as Chairman, Alabama 

Master Beekeeper Program due to 

personal reasons. He asked us to pass 

on that his 90 year old mother was 

involved as a passenger in an automo-

bile crash in February, breaking six 

ribs. His mother is healing remarkably 

well but the trauma of this accident 

has accelerated her needs and brought 

unforeseen circumstances into his 

recent focus. He is greatly involved in 

her care. Keith vows he will return to 

the Alabama Master Beekeepers at a future time. He and his family appreciates 

your prayers, support, thoughts and understanding in this difficult decision to 

step down. Thank you. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 The Alabama Master Beekeeper program was started in 2009 with a 

group of Alabama Beekeepers wanting to start our own program. At that time 

there were only a few programs offered across the country. Since we started 

there have been other states starting their own programs using ours as a tem-

plate. 

 The program is designed to be a practical ñhands onò program where a 

beginning beekeeper is trained over a period of years to become an expert in 

many aspects of beekeeping.  The beekeepers who have become Alabama Mas-

ter Beekeepers have gone through a series of steps to attain their status.  The 

candidates that achieve their goal of Master Beekeeper are well educated in 

beekeeping and serve as a teachers and mentors to many new beekeepers. 

 There have been 20 Master Beekeepers certified since the program be-

gan.  These men and women are willing and able to help with your beekeeping 

questions. They are available to teach or speak at your beekeeping club or or-

ganization to help new and seasoned beekeepers become better beekeepers.  

They also can be called upon to help educate the general public understand the 

importance of beekeeping. They can give advice on the proper way of setting 

up an apiary and maintain it in a way that it is helpful in pollination and honey 
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 Top bar hives have been the subject of discussion a lot here lately. A 

"hot topic" if you will. I hear some people saying or telling other beekeepers 

that they are illegal. I will try to make this short and simple as I can.  Keep in 

mind that diseases and pests can develop in top bar hives just the same as Lang-

stroth hives, therefore it is to your benefit that the frames be removable to do a 

thorough inspection of brood frames.  

 Top bar hives are not prohibited in the state of Alabama, but Alabama 

laws and regulations require that the hives must inspected. In order for hives to 

be inspected, the frames must be removable so that a visual inspection can be 

performed. Top bar hive frames can become "non-removable" very easily and 

quickly. It is the design and concept of top bar hives that causes this problem, 

because there is no structural support on the sides of the comb. The bees tend to 

attach the comb to the inner surfaces of the hive for support, which is what 

makes them non-removable. Non-removable frames then makes the hive illegal. 

The same goes for Langstroth hives as well. Langstroth frames, if not moni-

tored, can become ñnon-removable.ò This also means no ñlogò or ñbarrelò 

hives, because there are no removable frames. If beekeepers really wanted to 

keep bees in top bar hives, I would suggest manufacturing or trying to purchase 

production.. 

 So if you need a speaker for your local club, or maybe you just have a 

few questions you need an answer to, maybe you could see about talking with 

one of our Masters.  The Alabama Master Beekeepers are:  Allyson Andrews, 

Joseph Austin, Roger Austin, George Baldwin, Kathy Coleman, Jim Davis, Bill 

Evans, Keith Fletcher, Fred Harrison, Roslyn Horton, David Kelton, Richard 

Knighton, Mark McKissack, Loyd Mehaffey, Jerry Miller, Marilynn Parker, 

Margie Robertson, Robert Shoemaker, Donald Short, and our President Gerry 

Whitaker.  Congratulations to them on a terrific accomplishment. 

 If you would like to contact one of the Master Beekeepers call David 

Kelton at 256-523-4767. 

    David Kelton 

Top Bar Hives:  Are They Even Legal Here?  
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The Honey Bee Egg ðby Dr. James Tew  
 

The eggs of the honey bee queen are useful management and decision 

making tools for the beekeeper.  Their presence or absence can give the bee-

keeper much information about current conditions within the colony. 

The Beginning.  The beginning stage of a honey beeôs life is the small-

est and quietest of any of the four developmental stages - egg, larva, pupa, and 

adult.  In fact, many beekeepers have problems even seeing eggs at all, but 

thatôs not a criticism.  Even the best eyes can have problems seeing a tiny white 

egg (looking like a miniature grain of rice) standing on end in a cell of snow-

white comb.   Eggs are not much longer than a typewritten dash (ñ-ñ) (1/16 

inch) and weighs nearly nothing (0.12-.22mg) which means an egg doesnôt 

weigh much more than a typewritten dash either.  Yet the presence or absence 

of eggs and their quantity, are good measurements of activities going on in the 

hive. 

Looking for Eggs under Field Conditions.   Firstly, you need to get 

your mind right and your glasses adjusted.  Think small.  With either dark or 

light comb, hold the comb at a 30-40 degree angle before you - you decide the 

distance.  Have the sunlight coming over one shoulder.  Using the top bar as a 

pivot line, raise and lower the bottom bar about 3-5 inches --- all the while scru-

tinizing randomly selected cell bottoms.  Let your eyes scan the comb bottoms.  

Eggs tend to be laid in patches of cells.  Once you find one egg, you can proba-

bly begin to see them all around in surrounding cells.  I think eggs are equally 

difficult to see in either color cell (light or dark).  In dark cells, the polished cell 

frames that have a frame similar to a Langstroth frame, which have four-sided 

wooden structure to which the comb can attach. 

 If you have any questions, donôt hesitate to ask. We can be reached by 

email or phone. 

 

North Alabama:    South Alabama: 

Wes Caudle    Randy Hamann 

wes.caudle@agi.alabama.gov  randy.hamann@agi.alabama.gov 

334-467-9408    334-850-7758 

  by Wes Caudle   North Alabama Apiary Inspector 

     Alabama Dept. of Ag and Ind. 
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bottom can glisten and look 

much like an egg. Alternatively, 

the while cell bottoms of new 

comb cells can camouflage the 

small white egg.  Take heart, 

what seems impossible at first 

does get much easier as your 

train your eye. 

Naturally, look for eggs 

in logical places within the 

brood nest.  The center of the brood nest (normally the center of the hive) is the 

best place to look for eggs.  But suppose you are trying to decide how well a 

queen is performing or what kind of a future population of bees you will have 

within the next few weeks.  To determine that estimate, you need more than just 

seeing eggs in the center comb.  Work from the center outwardly toward both 

sides of the colony.  Be careful not to damage your queen.  Under the crowded 

conditions of a late spring colony, there is a risk of rolling the queen off the 

comb if you remove a center comb first.   How far out on either side did you see 

eggs or brood?  If itôs early spring and youôre finding capped brood and eggs on 

the center three frames and then eggs on the next two frames (3-6 frames of 

brood), you should have a colony that will build up on a normal build-up sched-

ule.  Anything more and you are probably going to have a boomer colony while 

anything less may indicate a failing queen, bad weather, or low honey and pollen 

stores. 

Most beekeepers will accept seeing eggs as a substitute for seeing the 

queen during a quick inspection.  Since the egg stage lasts for three days, seeing 

eggs means that you had a queen in that colony at least three days ago.  Itôs not a 

conclusive analysis, but it is quick and will satisfy most inspection needs. 

No Eggs are Present.  If no eggs are seen, under some conditions panic 

is in order while in other situations, seeing no eggs at all is normal.  In climates 

having a cold winter, egg/brood production will completely stop during the cold-

est part of the season.   If youôre inspecting a colony during a warm day in that 

period, expect no eggs ergo no brood.   But you can assume there is a queen in 

place in the colony.  Unless you happen to see her, you have no other choice but 

to assume sheôs there.  However, if winter is waning and spring is on the way 

and you are not finding eggs along with older stages of brood, a failing queen 
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should be suspected.  Any time after mid-winter in most areas, a colony should 

have varying amounts of brood in all stages.   

Larvae and Capped Brood are Present but No Eggs.  The larval 

stage lasts about 5.5 days.  You can forensically decide if you killed the queen 

the last time you were in the colony.  Since larvae are present, your colony had 

a queen about 5-6 days ago.  Were you in the colony during those days?  If the 

time of the year is right (anything warm), consider either swarming or superse-

dure as the reason.  If all stages are present except eggs and you have ruled 

yourself out, the colony could have swarmed or could be replacing its queen.  

Swarms cells are generally on the bottom edges of the frame (but not always) 

while supersedure cells are on the ñfaceò of a brood frame (but not always). 

Time spent waiting for the new queen to show herself is a difficult pe-

riod for many beekeepers.  May be like a surgeon saying, ñWe wonôt know 

how well the surgery went until the patients awakens.ò  So how do you tell if 

the queen has shown herself?  Look for eggs as described above.  Once you see 

them, get out of the colony.  The queen is not in conclusive control of the colo-

ny until she has her own open brood present.  

Laying Workers.  Laying workers are worker bees that have had 

some ovarian development occur due to the absence of the hormonal effects of 

a fertile queen.  Worker bees canôt mate nor store sperm.  Theyôre also missing 

genital structures.  Their egg patterns are messy and show multiple eggs per 

cell.  Refer to the section on laying worker behavior.  There are other times 

when a colony with a perfectly good queen can have multiple eggs within sin-

gle cells.  If, at any time, the beekeeper introduces a strong, productive queen 

into a small, but biologically balanced colony, the queenôs egg output may ex-

ceed the smaller colonyôs ability to provide cellular space for all the eggs.  In 

that case, it is common for a queen to place 2 - several eggs per cell.  But, in 

this case, all eggs are fertile and the colony is in no danger of collapse. 

Extra eggs within single cells are probably eaten by nurse bees, though 

not necessarily very quickly.  It may take several hours even to a couple of 

days for nurse bees to remove either dead or misplaced eggs.  If fact when 

grafting larvae for queen production, Iôve frequently seen two eggs, and later 

two larvae, occupying the same cell.  Iôve wondered, given the tremendous 

growth rate of larvae, if occasionally one larvae eats the other or is it always 

the nurse bees that remove the extra larvae.  I donôt know. 
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Egg Biology and Behavior.  The egg is a hardy developmental stage of 

the beeôs growth.  It is attached with a secreted glue-like substance by its small 

end. Itôs an iridescent white with a gentle bend.  The egg is positioned with the 

head-end up. After about three days, the egg gradually leans over until it lies on 

its side on the cell base. The eggôs outer membranous covering (the chorion) 

slowly dissolves as the larva emerges.  Itôs a slow, quiet process.  Nurse bees 

soon begin to place hypopharyngeal gland secretions (brood food) around and 

under the larva which has a voracious appetite.  Beekeepers frequently say that 

an egg hatches when referring to a larva emerging.  As such, the bee egg does not 

ñhatchò though the word transfers the concept.  However, due to the membrane 

dissolution, donôt ever expect to see tiny bee-egg shells drop from cells contain-

ing new larvae. 

Though the egg normally develops within three days, its reported devel-

opment range is 2 - 6 days.   Temperature appears to play a role in the duration of 

the eggôs development.   Eggs can commonly withstand room temperature for 

several hours without the ill effects shown by larvae and pupae held under the 

same conditions. 

Haploid (Drone) Eggs Compared to Diploid (Female) Eggs.  The egg 

is filled with cytoplasm, a nucleus, and a yolk.  The nucleus is near the big end of 

the egg and plays a major role in the development of a future bee.  A newly ferti-

lized honey bee queen will have nearly 7 million sperm stored in a special pouch 

- the spermatheca. Sperm can be stored there, apparently in somewhat of a sus-

pended animated state, for several years.  Adult female worker bees canôt do all 

this hence a major difference between the anatomy and physiology of workers 

and queens.  The adult, fertile queen has a muscular valve and pump which are 

used to withdraw a small amount of sperm from the spermatheca, pump it down 

the duct to an opening in the vagina where a vaginal valvefold forces the eggôs 

micropyle (an opening in the larger end of the egg) against the opening of the 

vaginal sperm duct. The connection made, one or more sperm is passed into the 

egg.  The newly fertilized egg becomes diploid (a full chromosomal content) and 

develops into a female.  Shut down the entire sperm-releasing mechanism and the 

egg remains sperm-free, resulting in a haploid egg (one half of the chromosomal 

number).  The unfertilized egg becomes a drone.  A queen can seemingly tell a 

worker cell from a drone cell by measuring the cell diameter with her front legs 

and will deposit the appropriate egg.  However, mistakes are occasionally made.  

Nurse bees, ever alert to errors, clean up the mistake by eating the errant egg. 
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The Egg Output of a 

Good Queen.  How many 

eggs a good queen should pro-

duce is still not answered con-

clusively, though many re-

spectable estimates have been 

made.   The most accepted 

estimate is 3000 eggs per day 

during the height of the egg-

producing season.  This is 

about twice the weight of the queen and is about 1,500,000 eggs for her entire 

career (a little less than three years).  This estimate is dependent on many fac-

tors - temperature, food availability (including pollen), and inherited character-

istics. 

Ironically, our view of the queen as a regal monarch is not a good one.  

The queen literally has food stuffed in one end while eggs are pushed from her 

other end - probably about one egg per minute.  Nurse bees can control the egg 

flow by controlling the queenôs food input.   Slow the food input and the egg 

rate drops.  Other house bees are responsible for preparing cells for receiving 

eggs.  Incoming nectar and pollen may also affect the egg flow by directly af-

fecting the nurse bees that care for the developing brood.   So the queen system-

atically (if she is a good one by our beekeeper standards) searches for prepared 

cells.  Upon finding one, she puts the appropriate egg (drone or female) egg in 

the appropriate-sized cell.  If sheôs not fed well or if clean and polished cells are 

not ready, she decreases egg laying proportionally.   But apparently it was not 

her decision to do so.   If the queen canôt produce enough eggs when pushed to 

do so, she will be superseded by the same nurse bees or replaced by the bee-

keeper. 

Though sometimes a challenge to see, honey bee eggs are useful indi-

cators in many ways.  The question, ñDo you see any eggs?ò is a common one 

in the bee business.  

Dr. James E. Tew     tewbee2@gmail.com  

State Specialist, Beekeeping    http://www.onetew.com 

The Alabama Cooperative Extension System 

Auburn University 

 

mailto:tewbee2@gmail.com
http://www.onetew.com
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 Spring is definitely here. The bees are busy and so are all the beekeep-

ers. I have spent my days scrambling between work, taking care of my son, and 

working with the bees. It is easy to get caught up in all the never ending chores 

that seem to come with keeping bees, especially in the Spring. There is so much 

to do... supering your hives, replacing beetle traps, placing swarm traps, and 

monitoring your bees for diseases or queenlessness, not to mention making 

splits and raising queens for those that choose to do so. The more hives you 

have the harder it gets to keep up. Sometimes beekeepers get overwhelmed and 

start to think ñwhy bother?ò Honey isn't that expensive, surely not as expensive 

as all the equipment a beekeeper needs. How many beekeepers do you know 

that never seem to have enough hours in the day? 

 What about the frustration? Even if you manage to get through the 

Spring chores, the Summer dearth will make the your bees a little more protec-

tive of their hive and stores, making the stings come a bit more often. Oh, and 

the mite count will almost assuredly start to rise as the Summer turns to Fall. 

Then the Winter comes, did you leave enough honey for the hive or are you go-

ing to feed through the Fall and Winter? Should you treat, if so, what with? 

Then even if you do everything right there is still the chance your seemingly 

healthy hive of bees will not be around the next time you open them up to 

check. Who needs that? 

 Here's the thing, I actually enjoy working with my bees. All beekeepers 

do, or did at one time.  The time I spend in the bee yard is therapeutic for me. I 

like trying to figure the little creatures out. I experiment with different tech-

niques and equipment all the time. Sometimes just watching the bees at the en-

trance gives me ideas or just relaxes me. There are times when my fascination 

level is only matched by my curiosity about the honey bee. The more I learn 

about the bees the more I realize there is so much more to learn about them. 

Even the experts cannot agree on how to care for the bees. How many times 

have you heard the phrase ñAsk 10 beekeepers the same question and get 20 

different answersò? That's part of the reason I like it so much. I can find the an-

swers that work best for me and my bees. Sometimes it's not the same answer 

for one hive as it is for the hive next to it. It so very gratifying when a struggling 

hive finally gets a good number of bees and really starts producing. It makes me 

feel good when I raise a batch of healthy queens. Best of all is when my family 

and I work together extracting the honey. I know the time I have with my ten 

Too Busy  
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year old son will not last forever and I picture him remembering these times, 

after I am gone, with a smile on his face. 

 So, for all the new and not so new beekeepers out there who may be 

getting tired of their hobby, step back, take a deep breath and remember the rea-

sons you started this hobby in the first place. Remember the excitement the first 

time you placed a package of bees into a box. Remember your first harvest. 

Take the time to enjoy what you do. Not only in beekeeping, but in every thing 

you do. Sit in your bee yard and just watch the bees come and go for a bit. 

When the chores get to much to handle or you get a little behind, call a friend 

and work together. We all need a hand now and then. Chances are good you 

will be able to return the favor sooner than you think. I am reminded of some-

thing Dr. James Tew told me one time. ñLife is a rush,...until it's not.ò He made 

it sound so final. So before life is not a rush, enjoy it! 

 

      Hans Imker 

 

This flyer found itôs way 

to my mail box so I 

called the RSVP number 

and found out that we are 

all invited to attend this 

party.  OJ and his wife 

Lucy do ask that if you 

are planning on attending 

to please RSVP to the 

number on the flyer or to 

the e-mail.  If you would 

like to learn more about 

OJ he has many You 

Tube videos out there on 

natural beekeeping.  

Check out the Queen 

Castle Website, too.  

Happy Birthday Mr. 

Blount 2014 Alabama 

Beekeeper of the Year. 
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 Dear Alabama Beekeeping Organizations, 

 After a successful pilot in 2015, we are looking for beekeeping groups 

from across the country who manage 8 or more colonies and are interested to 

participate in the Bee Informed Partnershipôs (BIP) Sentinel Apiary Project. If 

you chose to participate, your club will receive monthly disease reports of Nose-

ma and Varroa levels as well as colony health monitoring with hive scales. Data 

collected can be shared among those in your group, as your Sentinel Apiary will 

represent beekeeping conditions specific to your region. All personal data col-

lected will remain confidential; however hive scale and disease data from Senti-

nel apiaries will be on a shared, public website. 

 This year we are offering to subsidize the cost of hive scales to qualify-

ing groups. However enrollment is limited, so please contact us soon! 

 For more information you can go directly to our Sentinel Apiary 

webpage to join and read more: https://beeinformed.org/programs/sentinel-hive-

scale-program/ 

 I will be overseeing this project. Please feel free to contact me with any 

questions. 

 Thank you for your support, 

Dan Reynolds 

Bee Informed Partnership 

University of Maryland 

Entomology Department 

4112 Plant Sciences Building 

College Park, MD 20742 

Email: danrbrl@umd.edu 

Phone: 301-405-3799 

The deadline for the subsidies is April 15 so hurry if you are interested... 

https://beeinformed.org/programs/sentinel-hive-scale-program/
https://beeinformed.org/programs/sentinel-hive-scale-program/


 

The Stinger -   Newsletter of the Alabama Beekeepers Association  

April 2016                                                                                              Page 15       

 

 

 

The Stinger -   Newsletter of the Alabama Beekeepers Association  

  April 2016                                                                                            Page 15       

 It looks like 

I have made it 

through my second 

issue as editor.  I 

hope you like what I 

am doing.  There are 

so many events hap-

pening throughout 

the state this time of 

year for beekeepers.  

I will try to keep up 

with all of them, but I need your help.  Keep the notices coming on your clubs 

future events.  Here I am at the Blount County Home and Garden Show with 

Lonnie and Bonnie Funderburg.  I had a great time and sold a few candles. 

 Right now I hope you are making plans to attend the picnic on May 7th.  

I have included the directions at the end of my letter.  I am looking forward to 

seeing some friends and meeting some new ones.  I am looking forward to the 

good food, too. 

 I would like to join Gerry Whitaker in wishing Keith Fletcher well.  I 

got to know him a little through phone calls over the past few months and I am 

sad to see him vacate the position of chairman for the master beekeeping pro-

gram.  My prayers go out to him and his family.   

 I want to offer a little more incentive for the kids involved in the Youth 

in Beekeeping program.  I understand there is an essay involved and I think the 

winner of the Youth in Beekeeping award should have his or her essay featured 

in a future issue, along with their picture.  I will talk with Roslyn Horton to try 

to get that arranged.  Good Luck kids. 

 

    Jerry Carter 

 

DIRECTIONS TO LANARK FROM I-65 NORTH FROM MONTGOMERY: 

Take I-65 North to Exit 179 (Prattville/Millbrook) Turn right (go east) on 

Cobbs Ford Road approximately ı mile and turn left on Edgewood Drive (first 

paved road to the left past Chevron). At the ñTò in the road, go right approxi-

mately İ mile and turn left onto Lanark Road.  

Letter from the Editor  


